
EPA Drought-Related Tools & 
Resources for Water Utilities 
  



Overview 
 
EPA has tools to help water utilities address drought in the short and 
long term 
• Prepare 
• Respond 
• Adapt 

Primary program delivery vehicles are the 
• Water Security Division programs 

–  Emergency Preparedness  
–  Climate Ready Water Utilities 

• WaterSense program  



Incident Action Checklists 
Drought, Earthquake, Extreme Cold and Winter Storms, Extreme Heat, 
Flooding, Hurricane, Tornado, Tsunami, Volcanic Activity, Wildfire 





water.epa.gov/infrastructure/watersecurity/
emerplan/    

 à “Water Sector Incident Action Checklists - Drought” 



Other Preparedness Tools 

• Preparing for Extreme Events Workshop Planner  
–  Five scenarios: drought, floods, sea level rise, wildfires, reduced 

snowpack 
–  Includes templates to help a user plan and carry out workshops that 

bring utilities and community partners together 

• Tabletop Exercise Tool for Water Systems 
–  Drought is one of 15 scenarios included in the tool 
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Water Utility Response 
On-The-Go!  
 

epa.gov/responseotg 
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Water Utility Response On-The-Go!  
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Water Utility Response On-The-Go!  
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Water Utility Response On-The-Go!  
 



Other Response and Recovery Tools 
Coming Fall of 2015… 
 

Drought Response and Recovery 
A Basic Resilience Guide for Water Utilities 
•  intended to assist small to medium-sized utilities in their 

response to drought 
 
 
 
•  Based on 2014 Flood 

Resilience Guide 
 



Case studies for 6 unique drought-impacted  
water systems 
 

–  Two Pilot Assessments: 
•  Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD), Sonora, California 
•  Corix Spicewood Beach Water System, Spicewood Beach, Texas 

–  Four additional case studies: 
•  City of Las Vegas, New Mexico 
•  Cities of Hays and Russell, Kansas 
•  Clinton, Oklahoma 
•  Hogansville, Georgia 



Guide will have Worksheets related to: 

• Staffing, Response Plans and Funding 
• Water Supply and Demand Management 
• Communication and Partnerships 

And a Case Study Map with Videos 



Fed FUNDS - Federal Funding for Utilities-Water/ 
Wastewater-in National Disasters 

14	  

Click	  on	  this	  bu0on	  for	  a	  
checklist	  of	  ac5vi5es	  to	  
prepare	  for	  funding	  such	  as	  
developing	  emergency	  
procurement	  procedures.	  

Recommenda5ons	  including	  printable	  
forms	  on	  how	  to	  document	  damage,	  emergency	  
response	  and	  temporary	  repair	  ac5ons.	  

Click	  on	  this	  bu0on	  for	  
informa5on	  on	  just-‐in-‐5me	  

training,	  technical	  assistance	  
from	  mentor	  u5li5es,	  and	  
example	  completed	  forms.	  

Click	  on	  this	  bu0on	  to	  learn	  
about	  FEMA,	  EPA,	  USDA	  and	  

other	  disaster	  funding	  programs.	  

www.epa.gov/fedfunds	  

Click	  on	  this	  bu0on,	  answer	  a	  few	  ques5ons,	  
and	  be	  steered	  to	  the	  most	  appropriate	  
Federal	  Disaster	  Funding	  Programs.	  



Adaptation 



Adaptation Strategies Guide 
•  Presents easy-to-understand climate 

science, translating data into impacts 
for utilities 

•  Lists adaptation strategies related to 
impacts 

•  Assists in the adaptation planning 
process  

•  Includes Climate Briefs by Region 
•  Strategy Briefs looking at drought, 

water quality degradation, floods, 
ecosystem changes, service demand 
and use 

•  Sustainability briefs on green 
infrastructure, energy management, 
water demand management 



Examples 

•  Planning, Operational, and Capital/Infrastructure Strategies by Group (e.g., 
drought), impact (e.g. reduced groundwater recharge) and sustainability area 
(e.g., water demand management. 



CREAT – Climate Resilience Evaluation &  
Awareness Tool 



CREAT Process 



WaterSense Program 
WaterSense seeks to protect the future of our 
nation's water supply by offering ways to use less 
water with water-efficient products & services. 
 

Program partners with manufacturers, retailers, 
local/state government, utilities, builders, non-
profits, and trade associations to extend the reach 
of the program 
 
Since 2006, WaterSense and its partners have 
helped consumers save billions of gallons of water 
and billions in water and energy bills 
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epa.gov/watersense	  

Sample	  WaterSense	  Resources	  
-‐  Specifica5ons	  for	  WaterSense	  labeled	  products	  for	  residen5al	  indoor,	  outdoor,	  and	  

commercial	  uses	  
-‐  Specifica5ons	  for	  WaterSense	  labeled	  homes	  
-‐  Best	  management	  prac5ces	  for	  commercial	  and	  ins5tu5onal	  water	  efficiency	  and	  outdoor	  

water	  use	  
-‐  Consumer	  campaigns	  to	  engage	  the	  public	  (e.g.,	  Fix	  a	  Leak	  Week)	  



Tips and BMPs to 
save water 

indoors and 
outdoors – at 

home & business 

Prac5ces	  

People	  Products	  

WaterSense Focus – 3 P’s 

Specific 
fixtures and 
technologies 
save water 

Partners reach 
users to change 

behavior 
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•  Infographics 
• Bill stuffers 
• Messaging and Tips 
• Sample social media 

posts 
• Article for placement 
• Case study 

What WaterSense Brings – Tools and Resources  



When in Drought Campaign 
WaterSense Drought public-facing 
webpage - 
www.epa.gov/watersense/our_water/
drought.html 
•  Drought tips 
•  Link to video on YouTube 

Water Saving Yard Challenge 
www.epa.gov/watersense/watersavingyard 
•  Photo challenge seeking landscape 

transformations to more water-efficient 
designs 

•  Can submit via Facebook, Twitter or 
Instagram 
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• EPA sets the stage & partners run with it 
– Our efforts are more powerful when partners join forces 

• Support national specification for water-efficient products 
and services 

• Access free materials, templates and logo or label 
• Membership in a network of water efficiency experts 

– Learn new strategies  
– Collaborate with other types of partners 

• Recognition from EPA as a water efficiency leader 
• WaterSense is FREE to join! 

The value of partnering 

h0p://www.epa.gov/watersense/partners/become_a_watersense_partner.html	  



Water Security and WaterSense Information 

Water Security 
www.epa.gov/watersecurity 
• Look for links on Climate Change and 
Preparedness Planning 

 
WaterSense 
www.epa.gov/watersense 

www.facebook.com/epawatersense 
www.twitter.com/epawatersense 
E-mail:  watersense@epa.gov 
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